
 

 

 

 

25th December 2018 Vol 28 No 4 

Christmas Day 2018 
 

Fr. Tom Little  -  91-31559 

Fr Tommy Dillon  - 91-64882 

Sr. Joan Pierse  91-42565 

Emergency Priest on Duty  

087 2588118 

Askea Parish Community 

Centre Phone 91-42565 

087 1269709 

 

Mass Times:  

Askea 9.30am Mon-Fri;  

Sat 7pm; Sun 9am, 10.30am 

& 12 Noon.   

Bennekerry Sun 11.30am; 

Tinryland Tues 9.30am &  

Sunday 10am 

************ 

Deadline for items for 

Newsletter is 5pm on 

Wednesday by phone to 

9142565 or email to 

office@askeaparish.ie 

Website: www.askeaparish.ie 

Thank You! 
 

The Parish Team would 

like to thank, most 

sincerely, all those who 

constantly support and 

take part in the life of our 

neighbourhood, community 

and Parish.   
We wish everyone a happy 

and holy Christmas and a 

peaceful New Year. 

May we bring the grace 

we experience this 

Christmas back into our 

daily lives in the coming 

weeks and beyond. 
 

http://www.askeaparish.ie/


 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 
Sunday 25th December 2018 

Christmas Day 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it. 

In Bethlehem the light 
broke through the dark. 

It stayed with us, 
and we no longer  

fear the  night. 

O Christ, give us a glimpse; 
let everyone find you now, 

shining like the sun, or the sliver of a moon, 
hummingbird’s wing or spider’s web; 

in labourers, or in a baby’s laugh 
in those with no home and in migrants. 

Let no part of your creation 
ever be hidden from the glow of your 

earthly, Godly presence. 

Let us find you in all things 
every minute of every day. 

Anne Osdieck



St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 

Fr Tom Little PP – Ph 059 9131559. Fr Tommy Dillon PE 0599142565   

Newsletter Items – 059 9143881. Deadline for News items: - 9pm 

Wednesdays Emergency Number for the Priest on Duty 087 2588118. 
Parish Office – 059 9142565 087 – 1269709. 

Website: www.askeaparish.ie;  email: office@askeaparish.ie 
 
 

 

Anniversaries 25th December 2018 
John Kane, Bennekerry 

 

Anniversaries 30th December 2018 
Paul Rea, 66 New Oak Estate 

André Dooley, Johnstown, Bennekerry 

Tom & May Sheehan, Bennekerry 

 

Thank You! 
 

The Parish Team would like to thank, most 

sincerely, all those who constantly support 

and take part in the life of our 

neighbourhood, community and Parish.   
 

http://www.askeaparish.ie/
mailto:office@askeaparish.ie


“Whisperings of My Soul” – Fr Seán Hyland  
Fr. Sean Hyland book ‘Whisperings of My Soul’, is available in 
the Sacristy after Mass or from the Parish Centre during the 
week.  This book tells the story of his many heavenly 
blessings and extraordinary consolations of faith which 
ultimately led to his ordination in 2014.  This is a self-
published book by Fr Sean and he is reaching out to everyone 
in the Diocese asking for your help to spread the word 
about ‘Whisperings of My Soul’.  Book costs €15. 
 

The annual Tinryland Parish magazine “Reaching Out” is 

available for €5 at Tinryland Church, Tinryland G.F.C.  Raths 

Londis Superstore Pollerton and Hosey’s shop Staplestown Road. 

This year’s edition is another bumper issue in full colour with over 

100 photos to mark its 23rd birthday.  Congratulations to 

Maureen Byrne Editor, Designer Clem Delaney and the many 

contributors on another superb production. 

  

Federation for Victim Assistance provides emotional and 

practical assistance to all victims of crime and traumatic incidents.  
Contact: 083 1201553. 
 

TALK IT OVER CARLOW Suicide Bereavement Support Service- 

a confidential free non-judgemental service available at Castlehill 
House Castlehill, Carlow.   One to One and group service available - 
contact 0863364961 for appointment. 
 

Carlow MABS Ltd (Money Advice & Budgeting Service), 

72d Tullow Street, Carlow. Tel: 076 107 2070.  Free and 
confidential, Money Management and Advice Service.  
Assisting people in dealing with their existing debts and 
helping them to begin to manage their own resources.  
Community Education Programmes provided. 
 



Moving On Overcoming Depression (MOOD) – A group for 

relatives of those experiencing depression takes place on the first 
Wed of every month at 8pm in Cathedral Parish Centre, College 
Street, Carlow.   
 

Al-Anon Family Groups Carlow:  Support for friends and 

relatives affected by someone else's drinking Mon - St. Catherine’s 
Social Services 8pm; Thurs - Askea Parish Centre 8pm.  Ph: 01 
8732699  www.al-anonuk.org.uk  
 

Carlow Women’s Aid  7 Old Dublin Road Carlow. Freephone 

1800 444944. 
 

Nar-Anon Family Groups are a worldwide fellowship for those 

affected by someone else’s addiction.  Meetings every Mon at 7pm 
in Aislinn Centre, Ballyraggett Co Kilkenny.  Phone 085 2191031. 
 

 

Marian Movement of Prayer for Priests on Tuesday 1st 

January 2019 at 7.30pm in St Fiacc’s House, Graiguecullen.  Rosary, 
Mass and Benediction. 
 

Alcoholics’ Anonymous Meetings  in St Catherine’s Centre, 

St Joseph’s Road on Fri, Sat, Sun Mon and Tues at 8.30pm and also 
on Wed at 1pm.  Contact 087 9106179.  The ‘Keep it Simple’ AA 
meetings on Wed at 8.30pm & Sat at 11am in 46 Idrone Park, 
Carlow. 
 

“You are not alone” Family Support Group for families living 

with drug / alcohol misuse within the family unit.  Askea Parish 
Centre – Tues from 10.30am to 12 noon.  Wednesdays from 7pm to 
9pm.  For more information contact 085 7872730. 
 

“You are not alone”  Men’s Group takes place on 1
st

 

Tuesday of every month in Askea Parish Centre from 8pm to 9pm.  
Contact 085 7872730 for details. 

http://www.al-anonuk.org.uk/


Christmas Message 2018: 

 The well-known Christmas Carol In the Bleak Midwinter is based 
on a poem written by an English poet Christina Rosetti and put to music by 
Gustav Holst in 1906. It begins: 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 It reminds us Christ was born in a world that was in its simplest 
terms, bleak. More than a hundred years later, from our vantage point, I 
suspect that we can still very readily identify with that word – bleak!  
 In the darkness of these winter days, nature itself seems to 
conspire to make us face up to this bleakness. The harshness of the 
weather and the barrenness of the fields, reinforce other cruel and harsh 
realities near and far. Those realities rhyme off like a litany - homelessness, 
poverty, the effects of our actions on the climate, the growing divisions 
between and within nations, fear and hostility towards migrants, and that’s 
just for starters. 
 And yet, the Christmas message is not at all about bleakness. The 
Christmas message is about hope and promise. It proclaims the eternal 
truth that the bleakness of the world is met and overcome by God who 
love’s us. In the Bleak Midwinter announces this truth with the gentlest of 
images - a new born child lying in a bed of straw, nursing at its mother’s 
breast. It sounds counter intuitive! But this is how God acts – in the most 
surprising of ways.  
 Through this infant child God became flesh and dwelt among us 
so that we could be touched by God’s love. This love cuts through the 
hardness of our world. Every Christmas we are each invited to welcome 
this love into our lives – a love that transforms the bleakness of our world if 
we let it. God is coming to us yet again. Can I, can you, can we, give God 
our hearts? If yes, then nothing will be impossible for us. Then, we can be 
part of unleashing God’s love into those bleak corners of our world. This is 
the hope and promise of Christmas – God is with us; God who loves us, and 
who calls each of us to fullness of life, is with us. Our Emmanuel. 
What can I give Him, poor that I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring him a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him, give Him my heart. 
  



Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic Worker movement, reminds us that it 
is no use saying that we are born 2000 years too late to give room to Christ, 
nor will those who live at the end of the world have been born too late. 
Christ is always with us, always asking for room in our hearts. But now it is 
with the voice of our contemporaries that He speaks. It is with the feet of 
the people who are homeless that he walks and with the heart of anyone in 
need that He longs for shelter. And giving shelter or food to anyone who 
asks for it, or needs it, is giving it to Christ.  
 Thank you for giving Christ to one another in the diocese. Thank 
you for the blessings you bring out in one another these festive days. Thank 
you for being you. Blessings and good wishes to all our priests, religious 
and lay faithful; blessings on the family of the diocese this Christmas time. 
May your Christmas be blessed with gentleness, peace and love this year. 

      
 

A suggestion for an activity in the New Year  
 There are many areas of parish life in which 
volunteers are needed to participate.  Readers, Eucharistic 
Ministers, Power Point Operators, Choir and Musicians help 
to make our liturgies a truly reverent and enriching 
experience.   
 Our Baptism Team members help families as they 
prepare to enroll their child into the Christian Church.  
Members of the Liturgy Group present the various liturgies in 
the Church year.  A team of volunteers work on the Finance 
Committee and others help with the counting of monies for 
Church collections and Lotto Draw.  Promoters sell tickets 
each week for our Lotto Draw.  Our Community Group holds 
regular holidays, outings and monthly nights out for the 
senior citizens of the parish.  We also have volunteers who 
assist in the Day Care Centre for the elderly. 
 You are invited to consider becoming involved in the 
day to day life of the parish.  Please feel free to contact any 
member of the Parish Team or the Parish Office at 059 91 
42565 / 087 1269709. 



Parish Contact details: 
Fr. Tom Little 059 91-31559.  Fr Tommy Dillon 059 91-64882. 

Emergency Priest on Duty 087 2588118 
Askea Parish Community Centre Phone 059 91-42565 

Askea Parish Office 087 1269709. 

Deadline for items for Newsletter is 5pm on Wednesday  

by phone to 9142565 or email to office@askeaparish.ie 
 

Askea Parish Community Centre  
will re-open after the Christmas break on Wednesday 2nd 

January 2019. Details for Anniversary Masses may be left 

into the Sacristy or telephoned to 087 1269709. 
 

Askea – Bennekerry Lotto Draw  
The next draw will take place on Wednesday 9th January 

2019.  Many thanks to all who support the Lotto each week 

by buying or selling tickets. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Adoration will re-commence on Wednesday 2nd January 

2019 after the 9.30am Mass. 
 

Guímid Beannachtaí na Féile  
ar gach éinne an Nollaig seo. 

******* 
Życzymy Wszystkim wesołych  

i zdrowych Świąt Bożego Narodzenia. 
******** 

We wish everyone  
a Happy and Holy Christmas. 


